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Abstract
In 1896 W B Yeats famously counselled John Millington Synge ‘to give up Paris’ and go to the Aran Islands.
Yeats advised his friend to ‘live there as if you were one of the people themselves’ and ‘to express a life that has
never found expression’. Synge took the advice and made his first journey to Aran in 1898. In the three months
leading up to the trip, he read Pierre Loti’s Iceland Fisherman and took a copy with him as he made his first
crossing to Aran. In 1917, another copy of this book was carried to another island off the Irish coast. It was
taken to the Blasket Islands by Brian Ó Ceallaigh and given to Tomás Ó Criomhthain. In the story of the
genesis of the Blasket texts, it is commonly said that Iceland Fisherman was offered to the old fisherman in
order to persuade him to write his autobiography, a task for which he showed a certain reluctance.
This paper will briefly consider the changing critical fortunes of Loti’s text before examining its relationship
with the politics of Irish culture at the turn of the twentieth century. It will also discuss the suitability of
Iceland Fisherman as an autobiographical and ethnographic prompt.
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The Colloquium for Research in Texts, Identities & Cultures (CRITIC) and the Institute for Social 
Transformation Research (ISTR) Seminar Series: 
 
  
‘Pierre Loti’s Iceland Fisherman and the Islands of Ireland’ 
Presenter: Dr Irene Lucchitti 
  
Date: 2nd October 2012 
Time: 12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Location: 19.1003 
Light Refreshments will be served  
  
Abstract 
In 1896 W B Yeats famously counselled John Millington Synge ‘to give up Paris’ and go to the Aran Islands. 
Yeats advised his friend to ‘live there as if you were one of the people themselves’ and ‘to express a life 
that has never found expression’. Synge took the advice and made his first journey to Aran in 1898. In the 
three months leading up to the trip, he read Pierre Loti’s Iceland Fisherman and took a copy with him as he 
made his first crossing to Aran. 
In 1917, another copy of this book was carried to another island off the Irish coast. It was taken to the 
Blasket Islands by Brian Ó Ceallaigh and given to Tomás Ó Criomhthain. In the story of the genesis of the 
Blasket texts, it is commonly said that Iceland Fisherman was offered to the old fisherman in order to 
persuade him to write his autobiography, a task for which he showed a certain reluctance. 
This paper will briefly consider the changing critical fortunes of Loti’s text before examining its relationship 
with the politics of Irish culture at the turn of the twentieth century. It will also discuss the suitability of 
Iceland Fisherman  as an autobiographical and ethnographic prompt. 
  
Bio 
Dr Irene Luchitti is an Honorary Fellow in the Faculty of Arts. She has presented her work on Irish writing 
and constructions of the nation in many countries and has published articles and a book on the subject. 
  
For more information please contact A/Prof Paul Sharrad – psharrad@uow.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
